Turkey Hunting Action Heats up
Local taxidermist and deer processor Chuck Mulkey is living up to the reputation of being an expert turkey hunter.  Phillip Gentry wrote about Mulkey in the April issue of South Carolina Sportsman magazine, detailing some of the tactics that he uses on private and public-land hunts.
Mulkey is the host of the “Southern Woods and Waters” radio show on WRIX.  He is also chairman of the National Wild Turkey Federation’s Anderson chapter.

We spoke on mid-day Tuesday and Mulkey had just returned from a successful hunt.  He killed two gobblers, bringing his season total to three.  He said, “They were quiet on the roost, but when they flew down, I called and they gobbled repeatedly. Another gobbler was approaching from the opposite direction, but these two arrived first.”
Mulkey uses Lance Custom Calls made by Robert Lance of Sunset, SC.  His call of choice is the “Crazy Bat” mouth call.  Check out www.lancecustomcalls.com to see his products.
It has been a good week for Lance.  He killed a gobbler on Monday and on Thursday killed one about 9:00am and another at 11:00.

With the weather warming again, the next several days should be a good opportunity for turkey hunters. 

( Terry McConnell broke the state record for striped bass “again”.  He held the record in SC with a 59 pound, 8 ounce striper caught at Hartwell seven years ago.  The new state record fish came from Lake Russell and weighed 63 ¼ pounds.
( Casey Ashley finished second in the Bassmasters Elite Dixie Duel tournament at Wheeler Lake, Ala.  Ashley collected the $25,000 second prize using a combination of jerk baits and jigs.  Todd Auten, Jason Williamson and Marty Robinson, all from South Carolina, finished from 15th to 21st and each won $10,000.
( Lake Jocassee continues to produce some big trout.  Spoons and bait have produced fish up to 6 pound recently.  
Trout in the Chatooga River are doing well and starting to take dry flies.  “Spider” Littleton of DK Littleton Outfitters was on the Chatooga last weekend and they had a good catch with one brown trout of 26”.

Marcus Leach of the Chatooga River TU chapter reports good catches, and he recently caught a huge brown on the Chatooga.  Marcus is a talented fly fisherman and claims the Chatooga as his favorite river for trout.

( SCDNR reports that their mid-winter waterfowl survey showed an increase in the numbers of ducks and geese in South Carolina.  Dabbling ducks showed an increase of 104.5% over 2007 figures which is up 44.8% over the long-term average.  Green-winged teal, blue-winged teal and American widgeon showed the most dramatic improvements.  Diving ducks increased by 84.1% and geese were up 29.6%.
This data provides information for specific management of waterfowl populations.  Improved water conditions in the state should help to maintain this trend.
( Throughout the summer, www.sckayakfishing.com is conducting a monthly Kayak and Canoe Angling Challenge, sponsored by Sunrift Adventures of Travelers Rest.  Check out the details on their site and learn how to compete, have fun and win some great gear.
( Contact Ross at lross3871@charter.net or (864) 238-1944 with questions or comments.  Let us share your outdoor news.  Books by Ross are available at www.lwoodrowross.com.
