Practical Hunting Dog Training Methods 
If you have a new hunting dog and and plan to have it ready for the 2009 fall hunting season, you are probably training him now.  There are a few critical things to remember if you are a novice. In addition, it’s not a bad idea to refresh your memory even if you previously trained a dog.

One of the best things that you can have going for you is for your dog to be enthusiastic about hunting.  Dogs are wonderful hunting companions and can add much to the hunt.  The last thing you want to do is to curb his enthusiasm.  With a young pup, you will be working on yard training and teaching the basic commands such as sit, stay, come, heel and kennel.  Keep your training sessions short so that the animal doesn’t get bored.  This is especially important when it is hot outside.  Have water handy so that the dog can stay hydrated and comfortable.  Several short training sessions a week or even twice a day are better than one long session.
Later, after the weather cools and the dog begins to mature and become familiar with the training exercises, extended sessions should not present problems.  Most dogs naturally enjoy being around humans and when they obey commands and execute properly, praise them lavishly and let them know you are excited with their response.

Enunciate all commands used in training firmly and clearly.  Try to keep commands to single syllables that the animal can easily understand.  Don’t say, “come here sport” when summoning the dog.  Use the single word “come” spoken loudly and clearly.  Don’t confuse the animal with excessive wordiness when issuing commands.  It is not a problem when you are praising the animal for good behavior to use his name and other words, but keep commands concise.
Don’t give any commands that you are not prepared to enforce.  Your dog must know that you are in control and expect prompt obedience.  In the early stages, you may want to work the animal with a check cord attached to his collar to assure control.  In later stages of training, shock collars can be used for training but be aware that good dogs can be ruined with such devices if they are not used properly.  Most dogs learn swiftly what the collar means, and later a tone used instead of the mild electrical shock to get the animal’s attention.  
I have never felt it necessary to use a shock collar, but with some strong-willed retrievers, pointers or setters they can be a useful tool.  Some dogs learn that you cannot correct them when they are at a distance and the collar allows long-range enforcement.  The last thing that you want to do is call a dog to you that has disobeyed and punish him.  By the time he reaches you, he thinks that you are punishing him for coming to you.
Training dogs can be rewarding or heart breaking, so if you are not up to the task, a professional trainer is probably money well spent.  Just remember, a well-mannered and capable dog can make hunting memorable.

(  Bassmaster Elite Series pro Kevin Short of Mayflower, Ark. captured his first Elite Series victory on the mighty Missippi at the River Rumble tournament.  It was a tough tournament and his four-day total was 43 pounds, 3 ounces, which was only 10 ounces more than second place Kelly Jordan.  The win moved him into the tenth spot on the Toyota Angler of the Year list, but still well below leaders Kevin VanDam, Skeet Reese and Alton Jones.  Casey Ashley remains the highest ranked South Carolinian at 19th.
( Contact me at lross3871@charter.net or (864) 238-1944 with questions or comments.

