As we rapidly approach another deer season, I am reminded again of the remarkable recovery that the Whitetail Deer has made from the 1930’s and 40’s to the current booming population.  Thanks to the hard work of the wildlife department in trapping and re-stocking, and the enforcement of strict regulations, the population is such that in some areas deer are a danger to drivers and a nuisance to farmers.  
There is a trend today, among hunt clubs that control enough acreage, to promote trophy management regulations.  Trophy management involves passing up bucks with less than eight points and allowing them to mature, as well as reducing the booming population of does.  The stigma of shooting a doe is now gone.  It is a vital part of the management process. The reduction of does allows the food supply to provide the nutrition required to produce healthy deer, and insures that the bucks will have the means to produce the size and antler development that the hunter desires.

I began seriously hunting Whitetails in the early 1960’s, primarily in the Central Game Management area of South Carolina.  The hunting was good, but the population was not up to today’s level. Even with the encouragement by the SCDNR to increase the doe harvest, we are seeing deer today in areas that we would never have dreamed.  In July of this year, I saw a large doe on White Horse Road not far from Hamricks’s and earlier in the year one was seen near Silver Bay Restaurant.  Both had been fatally injured in conflicts with automobiles.
If you are a deer hunter, you have never had it better.  The opportunities are abundant.  There is a lot of acreage available in the South Carolina Game Management Program, and many landowners make land available for leasing to private hunt clubs.  Anyone that has the desire to hunt Whitetails can find a spot that will give him a chance to take a trophy with bow, muzzleloader or modern firearm.

Hunting Whitetails is one of the most challenging and thrilling forms of hunting available today.  The combination of their acute senses of smell, sight and hearing, makes them an elusive prey that may cause you to scratch your head in consternation when they outsmart you.  No two hunts are ever alike.  You may occasionally harvest a buck that seems too easy, but you will find him to be the exception.  

There are some areas where deer can be “driven”, but most of today’s hunters hunt from tree stands that may be permanent (especially on private land), or climbing stands (popular on game management and private property).  Good climbing stands are available in a lot of different configurations.  Some are designed to face the tree, some to face away from the tree and some are convertible.  They may include gun rests and various other conveniences. 

As the season draws near, scouting and verifying the habits of deer on the area that you intend to hunt is good, but in the last weeks prior to the actual hunt, avoid the tendency to do too much scouting and do not disrupt deer in their bedding areas.  This will push them away and cause them to be more wary or to become more nocturnal.  Nothing is as frustrating as constantly seeing big tracks in the food plots or your favorite spots, but never seeing any deer during hunting hours.

  Another thing to remember is to not hunt the same stand sites too frequently.  The deer soon pattern your activity and will avoid these stands.  Rotate your stand usage, and if you don’t have many permanent stands, purchase a climbing stand that you can easily reposition to hunt in new areas.  You can often fool that big buck by the way that you position your stand in an area where he does not expect to encounter humans.  Always be careful of wind direction when you set up your stand, and the higher that you can position your stand in the tree, the better scent dispersal you will have.
Even though the deer’s sight and hearing are good, the hunter will find them easier to fool than his scenting capabilities.  A deer may see movement or hear something and not bolt, but if he catches human scent, he crashes away instantly.  Try to be as scent free as possible when you hunt.  Use a scent free, or natural scented bath soap, and make sure your clothing doesn’t carry any foreign odor that will be detected.  If you drive to your deer hunting spot, plan to gas up the day before.  If you pump gas on the way to your hunting destination and get gasoline on your hands or the scent in your clothing, you may be easily detectable to the big buck of your dreams.

Luck is always a factor.  Occasionally, a hunter will break all the rules and still be successful, but if you are like me, you want all the odds on your side. Do all the right things to improve your chances and you may be the beneficiary of the booming Whitetail Deer population in South Carolina this season.  Good luck and enjoy the reward of wonderful venison tenderloin, and a possible trophy for the wall!  
Enjoy the photos of Whitetail Deer in velvet by L. Ross.

Reader response should be sent to lross3871@charter.net.

