Spring Turkey Hunting

By: L. Woodrow Ross

In response to inquiries about locator calls, this is a follow-up article to expand on this phase of turkey hunting.

Locator calls help to pinpoint the location of gobblers and help you decide the best location to set up your blind.  There are many locator calls that work under certain conditions.  These include owl hooters that produce the call of the barred owl, pileated woodpecker calls and crow calls.
The barred owl call is useful before daylight to locate birds still on the roost.  This allows the hunter that did not have an opportunity to “roost” the birds or “put them to bed” the evening before the hunt to locate the roost the morning of the hunt and set up as close as possible without bumping the birds.  The barred owl call is relatively easy to use.  The call they make has been represented by the words “who cooks for you, who cooks for you all”.  This is the cadence and the last syllable given a rolling of the sound by fluttering the tongue as the call is blown.  Listening to a tape or CD will give you a good start on using this call.  It does not have to be perfect to work. 

Crow calls and pileated woodpecker calls are better daytime calls when you are prospecting for a gobbler.  They are natural sounds for that time of day.  Listen to the birds in the wild to learn how to reproduce the natural sound of these birds.
All of these calls are inexpensive and provide useful tools in hunting the elusive longbeard.

These locator calls play on the gobbler’s tendency during mating season to gobble at any loud sound.  They often gobble at thunder, car doors slamming and any number of unusual sounds.  It is strange that a bird that is so elusive would have a weakness such as this.  This is a shock gobble, and is a trait exploited by the wise hunter.  Add it to your arsenal of calls to be more versatile in your pursuit of these royal birds.
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