Peregrine Falcons are reproducing in upstate South Carolina
Peregrine Falcons are among the world’s swiftest raptors.  Biologists have worked to establish a breeding population of these magnificent birds in South Carolina for a number of years.  It appears that they have succeeded.  

Peregrines have chosen a nesting site near the popular upstate landmark “Jumping-Off Rock” at Jocassee Gorges, forcing closure to the public.  A new viewing area is available approximately 250 yards away, providing visitors viewing opportunities.  Peregrines are acrobatic fliers and the beautiful scenery makes it a great place to visit.

The entire Horsepasture Road will be open from March 20 to May 10, providing access to the new viewing area.  The surrounding area is an important asset for local outdoor lovers.

( Anderson’s new Buckmasters chapter is sponsoring an oyster roast and barbeque banquet on April 16, at the Anderson County Farmer’s Market from 6:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  This is your chance for good food and the opportunity to become part of an organization promoting deer hunting.
An auction and raffles include great items to raise money for funding of community projects.  Goals are to provide food for the hungry, outdoor opportunities for disadvantaged youth, conservation, and enhancement of whitetail deer habitat.
“New Vision” is a local group scheduled to provide live music for the event.

Additional plans are for a membership banquet in September.  Announcement of details will be soon.
Organizer of the event and the local Buckmasters chapter is Oscar McCurry.  Contact him at (864) 225-8704 business, (864) 221-4758 cellular or oscarshomeoffice@bellsouth.net for additional details.  
Oscar is a local businessperson, past fundraiser for DU, Anderson NRA committee member, Diamond Life member of NWTF and sponsor in perpetuity.  He is associated with the Clinton House in marketing and promotion.  He is an avid deer hunter, but does not claim great hunting ability.  He said, “Deer hunting just gives him the opportunity to get away and relax”.
( Due to the success of the 2008 alligator hunt in South Carolina, SCNDR is planning to update the South Carolina Alligator hunting guide with information about hunting equipment vendors and alligator processors.  
Applications for the Sept. 12 to Oct. 10, 2009, alligator season will be available online at the SCDNR web site beginning on May 1.

( More than 300 exhibitors will be on hand for the Palmetto Sportsmen’s Classic on March 27-29.  The giant Bass Tub aquarium will be a great feature, allowing sportsmen to see professional anglers casting to fish, demonstating various techniques.
All the latest hunting, fishing and outdoor equipment will be displayed and available for purchase.

( Jason Williamson, of Aiken, SC, edged out Alton Jones, 2008 Bassmaster Classic winner, by catching 96 pounds, 6 ounces at the “Battle on the Border” at Lake Amistad, Texas.  Williamson made a tremendous surge on days 3 and 4.  On the last day, he landed 34 pounds, 12 ounces, including a lunker of 10 pounds, 4 ounces.
Williamson, in his third year on the tour, was 38th on day two, climbed to 3rd on day three and took the lead for his first win on the last day.  He took most of the fish on an 8-inch Osprey swimbait.
Alton Jones was a strong second and his “go-to” lure was a Texas-rigged 6-inch Yum Dinger.


South Carolina placed five anglers in the event.  Casey Ashley of Donalds and Todd Auten of Lake Wylie missed the cut on Friday, but Marty Robinson of Lyman and Jason Quinn of York survived until Saturday when they failed to make the final cut. 

( Contact Ross at lross3871@charter.net or (864) 238-1944 with questions or comments.

