Kayaks – The Ultimate Fishing Craft
By: L. Woodrow Ross

Fishing with a kayak is one of the most liberating things that an angler can do.  It provides access to areas that you never considered in the past.  Skimming lightly across the water to your favorite “honey hole” is a snap.  

A kayak is faster than a float tube.  It is also capable of carrying more gear and is more stable.  It is the ideal craft for rivers and ponds.  It is also good for lake use if good judgement is used and you do not stretch the limits of reason.

A kayak eliminates the need for a boat trailer.  You can load it in the back of your truck or onto the top of your car.

The price range for kayaks runs from a few hundred dollars to several thousand.  If you are a novice and want to start out on a tight budget, you can do so.  If you are gung ho to go the whole route, you can get kayaks outfitted with all the latest gadgets for fishing.

As a minimum, you will need the basic kayak that is either the “sit on top” style or one with a roomy cockpit.  You will need a good paddle that fits your size and the craft that you purchase. The models with the small round cockpits have no room for gear and are unsuitable.  Be sure to purchase and use a PFD (personal floatation device).  Carry a pump or a sponge for water removal from the kayak if necessary.  If you are going to be on the water at night, you will need running lights.  Also, carry a signal whistle for safety reasons. An anchor is a good option to maintain your position in the wind when you home in on the fish.
If you have paddled a boat or a canoe, you will be in for a real treat when you first paddle a kayak.  It glides like silk across the water, taking you swiftly to your destination.  It is a sensation that is difficult to explain.  The distance that you cover in relation to the energy expended is so much better than with any other watercraft.

When you are fishing, you can ease along the shoreline stalking lunker bass or prospecting for bream or crappies.  Stealth is one of the key attributes of kayaks.  During the off-season or cold periods, don’t store your kayak.  It is also one of the best of watercrafts for duck hunting or as a transport to hard to reach shoreline hunting spots for other kinds of game.
I have owned motorized boats, canoes and kayaks.  If I had to choose only one watercraft to use for the rest of my fishing and hunting career, it would be a kayak.  

If you haven’t tried kayaks, go to a dealer sponsored demonstration day.  I guarantee if you try them, you’ll have one on top of your car when you leave.
