Gearing up for Early Season Trout
Luck is good, but preparation gets the job done!

By: L. Woodrow Ross

If you are one of those die-hard fly fishermen who have to clear ice from your guides to continue to fish, you probably are already aware of many of these tactics.  Those lucky enough to live in states without a closed season can indulge in our favorite pastime year-round.  We get to challenge the elements and see if we can convince the trout to take our offering. 

Those less fortunate have to wait for a specific season to pursue trout.  The off-season is a time of preparation and can include re-stocking the fly box, cleaning and repairing gear, checking and patching waders, and all the other things that you don’t get around to during the fray of the battle when the season opens.

This can apply to a lesser degree even if your season is open all year.  In the colder months, there will be times that the weather is so severe that the fishing shuts down. That is the perfect time to put on a pot of coffee and sequester yourself to your fly tying room.  Then you can proceed to fill the box with those patterns that did the trick last year.

It’s also time to organize the fly boxes.  During the heat of the season, flies are mixed, and the resulting tangle looks like a rat’s nest.  Now is the time to get it organized by pattern, size, and color so that you can look into a box and quickly make a choice of the correct fly for the situation at hand.

Lines need checking, cleaning or replacing.   Assorted leaders need re-stocking and the vest organized.  Reels need cleaning, and decisions made on replacing damaged equipment.  If you need a new rod or replacement rod, you have time to search for the best deal and the rod best suited to your needs.  If you wait until the season starts, you will rush and possibly make a bad choice. 
Do your boots need replacing?  Maybe you just need new laces.  If the shoe is good, but the felt shows excessive wear, you can replace the felt.

Now that you have filled the fly boxes, organized the vest, repaired or replaced gear, it is time for long-range planning.  If you are planning a major trip to a new location, do research on the internet, purchase topographical maps and study the terrain, and you may want to purchase a topographical CD for your computer of the entire United States or any foreign location that you are considering.  Check the fly shops for books on your destination. 

If you don’t have any distant trips planned, it is a good time to research new rivers or lakes in your immediate area.  Those places that you have been meaning to visit need  mapping out and travel plans made.
Don’t hesitate to talk to your friends at the local fly shops about travel destinations.  Even if they have not fished there, they probably have information they have accumulated from friends and clients.
Trout fishing is like any other activity.  If you expect to do well, you must prepare your equipment, research your destinations and practice your skills of fly tying, knot tying, casting, and reading the water.  You can pay someone to teach you some of these skills, but you can also learn a lot from books and videos, and applying what you learn.
It is very helpful if you have a fishing partner that is more advanced.  You can find such mentors at your local fly shops and Trout Unlimited chapters.
Preparation takes many forms, and you have to do what works best for you.  The bottom line is that the fisherman that prepares properly and follows through on preparation will enjoy great success.  Luck is good, but preparation gets the job done!
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