Bassmaster Diamond Drive Event and Angler of the Year Point Status
 Mark Menendez, of Paducah, KY, abandoned his Skeeter bassboat at the Bassmaster Diamond Drive Event at Lake Dardanelle, Russellville, AR.  He used a borrowed aluminum boat rig to allow him to reach a remote, shallow part of the lake where he netted 55 pounds, 7 ounces to win the $100,000 top prize.  On the last day, he used a Strike King KVD Tube in black neon to finish strong.  It is ironic that the lure, named after Kevin VanDam, helped him to eke out a win over 2nd place VanDam by a couple of pounds.
Weather shortened the tournament, but the top anglers took good limits of fish.  

Now that the 2009 Bassmaster Classic is history and two elite series tournaments are in the books, it is not surprising that Kevin VanDam is the leader in the standings for the 2009 Toyota Tundra Bassmaster Angler of the Year.  It is not always the event winners that are “Angler of the Year”, but the consistent performers that are always near the top, tournament after tournament.  VanDam leads with 563 points.
South Carolina’s Jason Williamson is in striking range at # 17 with 450 points due to his recent win.  Casey Ashley is # 31, with 406 points, Todd Auten is # 47, with 354 points, Davy Hite is 49, with 352 points and Jason Quinn is # 52, with 338 points.   South Carolina has 8 anglers in the top 100 in the points standing. Texas leads with 13, Oklahoma has 11, Alabama 10 and Arkansas has 8.
Several solid performers are near the top with Alton Jones in second place, Skeet Reese in fourth, and Denny Brauer in tenth.  It will be interesting to see the fierce competition with six Elite events left.  The Dixie Duel is underway at Wheeler Lake, Decatur, Alabama.  It will conclude on Sunday.  Will experience or youth prevail on the tour?
( George Smith, Area Chairman of Toccoa Ducks Unlimited, has announced a DU banquet at Mill Creek Gathering Place located near Lake Hartwell at 650 East Silver Shoals Road.  This event will be Tuesday, April 28, at 6:00PM.
DU will be selling raffle tickets for hunting firearms and Ducks Unlimited merchandise.  There will be a live and silent auction for some items.  Tickets are $50 individual, $75 couple or $350 table for eight.  These prices cover annual membership to DU, magazine subscription and a chance in a drawing for a special prize if you purchase tickets by April 21.  Contact George Smith at (706) 886-4493 or (229) 834-3426 for tickets or info.  E-mail address is toccoadu@windstream.net.
( In case you think that interest in outdoor sports is minimal, think again.  Last Friday at 11:50AM, more than 500 persons stood waiting in a light rain for the gate to open at the 25th Annual Palmetto Sportsmans Classic in Columbia.  Within an hour, the exhibits were packed with an enthusiastic visitors observing and making purchases.  It was a great Classic and reminded us of the importance of outdoor sports in South Carolina.
( Turkey season kicked off Wednesday with scattered rain showers.  What a bummer!  In addition to that, a severe ankle sprain on Tuesday has slowed me somewhat.  We hope your season got off to a better start.  The rain is supposed to last for a while, but perhaps next week will be an improvement.

Let us know about your success turkey hunting and fishing, and we’ll share the details with our readers.

( Contact Ross with questions or comments at lross3871@charter.net or (864) 238-1944.  Check out his website at www.lwoodrowross.com, which includes articles, details about his books, photos, a wealth of outdoor related information, and interesting links to relevant sites. 
