Impressive Performance by Casey Ashley at 2009 Bassmaster Classic
Attendance records for the Bassmaster Classic were broken this year.  A recorded 137,700 people attended the various events, which surpassed the previous record of 82,600 at the 2003 Classic in New Orleans, La.  This is indicative of the high level of interest in bass fishing and the drawing power of these events.
Californian Skeet Reese, 2007 BASS angler of the year, won the event by only 11 ounces with 54 pounds, 13 ounces.  This earned him top prize of $500,000.  Reese finished in 12th place in the 2008 classic.  
Alton Jones, 2008 Classic winner, was 14th, 4 ounces behind Casey Ashley.  Jones had a heart-breaking loss of a bass estimated to weigh 9 or 10 pounds on Saturday.  That would have moved him up considerably in the ranking.
The weather was a factor as it varied from a cold rain to bright sunshine, but it never dampened the spirits of the anglers or fans.  It did affect performance and some anglers were not as adept at handling the changing conditions.  
Casey Ashley finished 13th this year that is an improvement from last year’s Classic at 17th.  The Donalds, SC, native is proving that he is a consistent performer and is able to handle the pressure.  Ashley posted the largest single day catch of 22 pounds, 11 ounces on Saturday. He fished spinnerbaits between 3 to 5 feet deep.  His 13th place finish earned him $14,250.  
Ashley, at 25, was the youngest participant in the event, but fished like a seasoned veteran.  If he continues this pattern, he will be a consistent high finisher on the tournament circuit.
Davy Hite of Ninety Six, SC, missed the cut by eight spots and finished 33rd.  
If you are interested in seeing the top 25 finishers and the total weight recorded for each, check www.lwoodrowross.com and view the results there.  

( We recently met Mark Link, President of the Cherokee Foothills Hunting Retriever Club at a retriever training day.  There were Labrador Retrievers, Chesapeake Bay Retrievers and Boykin Spaniels at the event.  It was an informal training day and dogs of various ages and levels of training had opportunities to retrieve ducks and geese.  The advanced dogs faced challenges with multiple blind retrieves, and it was an interesting day.  Check out details at www.cherokeefoothillshrc.net.
If you are interested in hunting retrievers, there will be a Spring Hunt Test at the Clinton House, Clinton, SC, on March 7-8.  The Clinton House address is 15171 Highway 56 North, Clinton, SC 29325.   Details about The Clinton House are available at www.clintonhouse.com.  
( Bobby Revels of Abbeville recently advised me that Clemson University naturalist Patrick McMillan of “Expeditions with Patrick McMillan” is researching the possiblility that cougars or mountain lions exist in South Carolina.  There have been reported sightings, including one by Revels in Abbeville, and according to Revels, McMillan had a personal sighting in North Carolina near the South Carolina border.  
Revels and McMillan have set out trail cameras in areas of reported sightings, and it will be interesting to hear the results of their research.  It is exciting to think that these large predators might exist in our state.
McMillan has a program on SC-ETV and the new season premiers on March 29, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. on Sunday.

( Contact Ross at lross3871@charter.net or (864) 238-1944 with questions or comments.

