Exciting Race Shaping up for Bassmaster Toyota Angler of the Year
After the fourth day delayed start, Bobby Lane managed to pull off a win at the Tennessee Triumph Bassmaster Elite Series tournament at Kentucky Lake, Paris, Tennessee.  He also had to contend with a swarm of spectators at his “honey hole”.  Lane totaled 97 pounds, 9 ounces to edge out Kevin VanDam who finished with 92 pounds, one ounce.  Lane of Lakeland, Fla., earned $100,000 for the win and qualified for the 2010 Bassmaster Classic, scheduled for Feb. 19-21 on Lay Lake, Birmingham, Ala.  He will also be eligible for the Bassmaster Elite Series postseason (Toyota Trucks Championship Week) on Lake Jordan and Alabama River in Alabama, Sept. 10-18.
The top five leaders in point standing for Toyota Angler of the Year are Kevin VanDam with 1593, Skeet Reese with 1578, Alton Jones with 1477, Aaron Martens with 1465 and Todd Faircloth with 1371.  South Carolina has seven anglers on the list, with Casey Ashley being the highest at 1232 points.
The River rumble tournament on the Mississippi River at Fort Madison, IA, is in progress and unless someone has a strong finish in the last two tournaments, it looks like Kevin VanDam, Skeet Reese or Alton Jones may capture the Angler of the Year title. 
( As a follow-up to our discussion of the littering problem, it is good news to see that Trout Unlimited is promoting Stream Clean-Up Day on June 13.  TU volunteers will be picking up litter; planting trees and taking part in other restoration projects around the country. They have published a list of helpful information related to stream cleanup day.  Even if your chapter is not sponsoring an event, the tips will help you in organizing or participating in such an event in the future.
This document will be available for viewing at www.lwoodrowross.com on the page for “fishing articles”.

( If you are a waterfowl hunter, how good are you at identifying the various species of ducks and geese?  Test your ability on www.Ducks.org.  Ducks Unlimited has a number of quizzes that will have you scratching your head in puzzlement as you try to come up with the correct answers and get an acceptable score.  The website contains a treasure of information for the dedicated waterfowler.  Migration maps, banding maps, reproduction data and good general interest articles will provide useful information and entertaining reading. 

If you are a conservationist, you will find plans for duck nesting boxes.  Another article discusses waterfowl vocalization.  What waterfowler doesn’t want to be a better duck caller?
( What a great morning on the water last Saturday.  Up at dawn and on the water in a kayak.  Plans were to prospect for bream with a fly rod and bait.  After a few casts and no takers, I was bored and tied on a medium popping bug with rubber legs in frog coloration.  That was a great choice.  The next couple of hours yielded ten nice fish.  About half were bass with a couple of nice one on the five-weight fly rod.  Several bull bluegills also took the bug.  It just doesn’t get any better than that!
If you are interested in kayak fishing, check out www.sckayakfishing.com.  They have some events scheduled for kayak anglers and some interesting information on their website.

( Contact me at lross3871@charter.net or (864) 238-1944 with questions or comments.
