Am I Growing as an Outdoorsman?

By: L. Woodrow Ross

Have you ever considered whether you are growing as an outdoorsman?  Are you satisfied with your skill level, or do you want to continue to gain new expertise throughout your life?

These are questions that you should be asking yourself if you would like to have the very best experiences when you hunt, fish, hike or whatever outdoor activity that you prefer.  My personal preferences are fly fishing, hunting, fly tying, writing and photography, but yours may be in distinctly different areas.  It doesn’t matter what your preferences.  If you hone your skills to a razor edge, you will milk the absolute maximum from every day that you spend doing it.
It is easy to become complacent and accept “average” as okay.  If we want to improve, we must change our mindset and start looking for new techniques and ideas that will supplement our skills.  One thing that is not lacking today is access to information.  The news media, internet, magazines, seminars, books and many other sources of information are available.  

There are shows and seminars on just about any kind of outdoor activity that you can consider.  We live in South Carolina and recently attended a fly fishing show in Charlotte, NC.  We have attended the last two years and even though there is a lot of repetition, there is also a lot of new information, equipment and techniques discussed.  The seminars, casting demonstrations and fly tying demonstrations provide a wealth of detail that will prove useful in the future.
We need to challenge ourselves to learn new skills and new ways of doing things.  These new ways may or may not be better, but we’ll never know if we don’t investigate them.  Learn to tie new knots, check out the new ammo at the gun show, try the new arrows for your bow, practice your turkey calling and get more exercise so that you can better enjoy physical activities.  The list is endless. 

Take more photographs of your hunts, fishing trips, boating, or hiking.  They will provide fond memories of fun times outdoors, and will inspire you to do it more often.  Work on your photography skills so that you will have “trophy” photos of that lunker trout or bass that you released, or the big buck or turkey that you bagged.  Photography is a wonderful extension to your outdoor activities and will enhance these experiences. 
If you are a fly fisherman, fly tying is a skill that will add much pleasure to your fishing.  It is not nearly as hard as it appears and there are plenty of instructional books and videos produced by reputable experts that will lead you through each step in a logical sequence.  If you join a group like Trout Unlimited, there are mentors that will help you through any problems you encounter.  The local fly shops will provide helpful information and may have regular classes available.

One benefit of tying your own flies is that you can utilize materials from your hunts to create flies.  It is most gratifying to catch trout on flies using materials that you harvested such as duck and turkey feathers, bucktails or squirrel tails.
Don’t be shy about asking questions of your friends that may be more skilled in woodcraft than you.  Most of them will be delighted to answer and help you.  It will give them a chance to show their proficiency and maybe even give them a little ego boost.  By the same token, as you advance, try to pass on the knowledge that you gain to others to expand this wonderful fraternity of outdoorsmen.
When we mature in our chosen sport, we will develop our powers of concentration and self-control.  These attributes will make us better hunters and fishermen.  Marksmanship with gun or bow will improve and our ability to wait patiently, silently and remain still on a stand will become more evident.  

This growth in maturity will be almost spiritual.  When we are in forest or field, we will feel in tune with nature.  Our perception of weather, environment and animals around us will become almost telepathic.
We should never stop learning in life.  Things change and we have adapt to be successful.  There are certain basic principles that remain constant, but conditions change and the environment changes.  If we don’t continue to improve our knowledge base and skill level, we will not be nearly as successful as we could be. 

