Applications for 2009 Alligator Hunting Permits 
Last year’s alligator hunts were extremely popular and many first time hunters were successful.  The 2009 alligator season in South Carolina will run from noon on Sept. 12 until noon on Oct. 10.  Last year, hunters took 362 gators, and the average size was 9 feet, 2 inches in length.

Beginning today, applicants for the 2009 season can apply online on the SCDNR website or at one of the regional offices in Clemson, Florence, Columbia or Charleston.  No paper applications are available.  A $10 non-refundable application fee is required. Allocation of the 1,000 available permits is by a random drawing.  If selected, the applicant must pay $100 for the permit and harvest tag.
Alligators taken must be 4 feet or longer to be legal.  Tagging of alligators is required immediately at time of harvest. 
Hunters should check with SCDNR for details to assure that they comply with requirements for the hunts.
( Fishing is good to very good on all of the major state lakes.  Striper and Hybrid bass are excellent at Hartwell Lake.  Scroungers tipped with a white flukes are top lures.  Herring and gizzard shad on planer boards or freelining are also good choices.
Cut bait is providing good catches of catfish with fish up to 30 pounds reported.  

Regardless of your favorite species, this is the time to be on the water.

( The attendance at the Gun and Knife Show in Greenville last weekend was unbelievable.  Interest in the shooting sports has never been greater.  Attendees had to stand in line more than an hour to get inside.  Capacity crowds filled the facility, vendors were very busy, and the lines at some booths were overwhelming.
( Kevin VanDam won his 5th Elite Series Event with 61 pounds, 13 ounces at the Bassmaster “Blue Ridge Brawl” at Smith Mountain Lake, Moneta, VA.  Matt Herren was 2nd with 59-5, and Kelly Jordon 3rd with 58-3.
VanDam took most of his bass on gravel points using 1/8 ounce Strike King shaky heads with dirt color 4” Strike King 3X finesse worms.  This combo was fished on a 7-foot, medium action spinning rod with a Quantum PR reel and 8-pound fluorocarbon line.  VanDam targeted smallmouth bass due to their aggressiveness.  This allowed him to boat more fish in a shorter period and cull the smaller fish to increase his limit weight.
Other lures that were successful for VanDam were the Strike King Spit-n-King popping surface lure and a wacky-rigged Strike King Ocho plastic stickbait.
This win vaulted VanDam into 1st place in the point standings for angler of the year with 1,063 points.  Skeet Reese is 2nd with 998 and Alton Jones is 3rd with 986.  Reese and Jones have both won elite series tournaments this season.
South Carolina favorite Casey Ashley dropped to 19th in the angler of the year race with 864 points and Jason Williamson is 25th with 814 points.  Neither of them survived the two day cut at the Blue Ridge Brawl.
With the season half completed, there is adequate time for us to see some shake-ups and surprises in the standings.  It is interesting to note that the top three in point standings are all winners of one event this year and are consistent performers throughout the season.
( Contact Ross at lross3871@charter.net or (864) 238-1944 with questions or comments.  Check his website for more Bassmaster event details (www.lwoodrowross.com). 

